The main objective of this paper is to synthetically present primary sources and agents of Germany's leading position in the global economy at the turn of the I and II decade of the twenty-first century. Economic growth and economic development is the result of many factors of different nature: traditional and modern, objective and subjective, exogenous and endogenous, economic and non-economic, with institutional and cultural to begin with. This universal statement also fully applies to German economy. The German experience in the restructuring of the economy is valuable from the Polish point of view, despite many well-known differences of the two economies. Germany, despite all the economic disruption and the difficulties of a structural nature (with the demographics to begin with), and dilemmas as to the future of the so called social market economy will remain a powerful and rich country. The economic situation of Poland depended, depends and will depend on the global prosperity, and thus the prosperity of our closest partner, i.e. Germany.
Introduction
In the center of our considerations -to their modest extent possible -there is Germany's economy. Germany -the leading, next to France and Britain, country of the European Union -belongs to the richest countries in the world. The economy of Germany was, is and probably will be in the future one of the major foundations of growth and development of multipolar global economy 1 .
Germany's rank in the global economy and international economic relations cannot be underestimated. Germany's economy, while being a constant construction site, is a phenomenon worthy of continuous observation and analysis from different points of view. Germany is among the leading global players of the modern global economy, especially next to the USA, China, India, Japan, Russia, Brazil.
The main objective of this paper is to synthetically present primary sources and agents of Germany's leading position in the global economy at the turn of the I and II decade of the twenty-first century. Economic growth and economic development is the result of many factors of different nature: traditional and modern, objective and subjective, exogenous and endogenous, economic and non-economic, with institutional and cultural to begin with 2 . This universal statement also fully applies to German economy.
Position of Germany in Europe
Germany (Federal Republic of Germany) after unification is a country with a total area of 357 thousand square kilometers (Poland has about 312 thousand square kilometers) and is the 63 rd largest country in the world. In the EU, Germany is one of the largest countries: with regard to the surface Germany is located on the fourth place (after France, Spain and Sweden), in terms of population -Germany is the largest country, with about 82 million inhabitants (followed by France and Great Britain with a population of about 60 million each). Germany is one of highly developed countries, though not distinguished by the highest GDP per capita (€ 30,600 per person according to the Eurostat data from 28.06.2011 3 ). Taking into account the total value of GDP, Germany is Europe's largest economy, generating steady growth of GDP, except for 2009, when the value of GDP decreased (Table 1) .
Germany is also one of the few countries which relatively quickly (in 2009) managed to overcome the crisis and to achieve and even surpass, as early as 2010, the value of GDP before the crisis 4 . The value growth of the German GDP is generated in approximately 23% from industrial production 8 , in approximately 17% from trade and tourism, and about 24% is generated from services. Compared to other countries, part of industrial production in Germany is large, e.g.
in Japan it is about 20%, in Italy ca. 18%, in the EU around 17%, in the USA 13%, in the UK and France about 12% of GDP is generated by the industrial production 9 , which increases again The main partners of Germany's trade are the EU countries, therefore, a strong euro did not negatively influence the value of the trade. Exports to the euro zone countries in 2010 amounted to 40.9% of total German exports, to the EU countries in total 60.3%, to Asia about 15%, to America 10%, to Africa around 2% 12 .
In 1995-2005, the total value of German exports was based mainly on exports of motor vehicles, machinery and chemical products (about 1/3). The upward trend was continued in subsequent years (Table 2) , among the export goods are also high-tech products (Table 3 ).
Germany's most important trading partner is France. The total value of exports in 2010 amounted to 90.7 billion euros (9.5% of the German trade), and imports 61.8 billion. 138.7 billion). Germany belongs to the countries that generate surplus in current sales not only with the EU countries, but also with the rest of the world. This condition persists for years due to the high competitiveness of German products. These are traditionally mainly vehicles, machinery, high-tech products and chemicals/pharmaceuticals. This imbalance is often assessed as harmless to the global economy. This thesis seems to be correct, because the imbalance has lasted for years and has had no adverse effects.
G-20 group has a different opinion. After the April meeting in Washington, apart from some other findings, it was agreed generating surplus in current sales should be reduced. For this reason, the situation of countries such as Germany, China (but also France, USA and Japan) will be examined in particular because their behavior with regard to the participation and position in the global economy can affect the bringing about of another crisis 14 . Simultaneously, G-20 summit assumed the crisis to be overcome 15 .
German strategy for the future
Development strategies for the future are advertised by Germany not in the Erhard manner with a slogan "Wohlstand für alle" but with the slogan "Schafft Wohlstand Wissen" (knowledge creates wealth). New development strategies were adapted to this idea to ensure that the German economy and German products are competitive and the country is attractive as a place to live and work. Germany's profile is to be the site of highly specialized locations, innovative technologies, including high-tech, nanotechnology, biotechnology and derivatives. Investment 
Forecasts of the German share in the world's GDP
Germany's strong position in Europe is sometimes questioned 22 . We must, however, agree that this is the biggest EU economy, and since the industrial revolution and industrialization, the For many years Germany has been and still is the economic leader of not only the EU, Europe or even the world, and till the crisis Germany maintained a leadership in the value of exports. According to forecasts of various institutions this position, however, will be weaker over the coming decades. Common Europe, as the EU economy, and even the so called old world, so far defined as the first world, in accordance with these forecasts is to give way to new global players (Table 4) . The forecast of global economy development presented by Goldman Sachs is trying to predict the year when new emerging "stars" of the global economy overtake the old economic powers, including Germany, the EU-15, the USA. An economic leader in the coming decades will very probably be the so called BRIC countries, namely Brazil, Russia, India and China.
Why these countries and not others? Their chance is their size, which gives them economic significance and human capital. These countries are likely to become global economic centers in the near future. You can also assume that the concentration of natural resources in these countries will play an important role in this process. Even now, China is the biggest producer of rare metals used in high-tech products (including gallium, indium and neodymium), Russia -palladium, RSA -platinum (it is estimated that the demand for these metals will increase to 2030 from 100 to 400% [platinum/indium and gallium]) 24 . China is still attractive to investors (the attractiveness increased in 2006-2008 from 41 to 47%), India was assessed in a similar way (increase of attractiveness for investment from 18 to 30%) as well as Russia (from 5 to 21%).
In the same period of time, the attractiveness of Western Europe fell from 68 to 33%, and the attractiveness of the USA and Canada -from 48 to 41%
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According to the assessment of Goldman Sachs China took over Germany in 2010 and will overtake the USA in 2040, Russia will overtake Germany around 2025, Brazil about 2035 26 .
The four BRIC countries together will be larger economies than the G7 countries around the year 2039.
These forecasts coincide with current trends -China is no longer willing to be a factory for other countries and invests more directly in Europe, China also provides loans, e.g. to
Ukraine or supports investments such as building a technology park in Bulgaria A catch-up effect, in this case a take-over effect and possible scenarios are the subject of many papers 30 , however, the forecasts are common -China will become a new economic leader. This is also confirmed by the trends of forming megacities 31 that agglomerate in Asia -they will be the new economic centers of the world.
Conclusions
When we talk about the future, we can be sure of one thing: that common sense fails.
There is no magic twenty-year cycle, there is no simple force that rules this formula. It is simply so that things that at any given moment of history seem to be durable and reliable can change with lightning speed. Ages come and go, the similar situation is with empires and superpowers.
In international relations the world that we see today will be totally different in twenty years, or even sooner 32 .
In the foreseeable future Germany, despite all the economic disruption and the difficulties of a structural nature (with the demographics to begin with), and dilemmas as to the future of the so called social market economy will remain the industrial and service power and a rich country.
The German experience in the restructuring of the economy is valuable from the Polish point of view, despite many well-known differences of the two economies. The economic situation of Poland depended, depends and will depend on the global prosperity, and thus the prosperity of our closest partner, i.e. Germany.
Notes
1 In the literature, the group of 3G countries (Global Growth Generators) has been extracted recently, that includes countries with the greatest potential for growth and development in the next few decades: Bangladesh, China, Egypt, Philippines, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Mongolia, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Vietnam. Mexico, Turkey and Poland also belong to countries with above-average growth prospects (see, inter alia, G. . 2 The literature on growth of development is impressively rich. Among some interesting items worth mentioning, there are, inter alia: Landes (2000); Balcerowicz, Rzońca (2010) ; Kolodko (2008); Kołodko (2010) . 3 This is the 10 th place in Europe after Luxembourg (€ 82,100 / person), Norway (€ 63,800), Denmark (€ 42,300) and Sweden (€ 37,000), while the 9 th in the EU. In comparison, the value of U.S. GDP per capita in 2010 amounted to € 35,700. The value of GDP obtained per capita in 2010 places Germany among the countries that are above the EU-15 average (€ 28,400), followed by France and Great Britain. See Eurostat, BIP und Hauptkomponenten, http:// epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/eurostat/home/. 4 Another situation occurred in Poland, the Polish GDP grew in 2009, but declined in 2010. For the years [2011] [2012] it is predicted to increase again. Polish situation during the crisis was exceptional. 5 The forecast of International Monetary Fund in 2011, provides for economic growth in Germany at 2.2% in 2011. Tartler (2011), p. 10. 6 Own calculations for 2009-2011. 7 The Economist of 3.2.2011 r. in the article "Angela in Wonderland" emphasizes that it is only a one-year effect of post-crisis bounce: "bungee effect". See Angela in Wunderland, What Germany's got right, and what it hasn't, The Economist online, http://www.economist.com/node/18070170. 8 See Forecasts of the European Commission, WTO and UN forecasts, Sachverständigenrat. 9 It is worth noting the factors that led to this. Germany is among the countries whose industrialization was delayed for decades in relation to England or France. The development of modern industry took place just after 1830. At the turn of the XIX and XX century Germany became the strongest power in Europe. Apart from steel and metallurgic industry, chemical industry developed rapidly, and later also electrotechnical industry, and Germany's share in the
